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American Imperialism Position Paper Outline
The Question: Should the United States have adopted a foreign policy of imperialism in the late 19th century and the 	early 20th century?
Instead of having a test at the end of this unit, you will be writing a 5-paragraph essay answering the above question.  The following outline will help you organize your thoughts into a great paper. We will be reviewing this outline and note taking techniques, as well as what a good paper looks like in class.  
Paragraph 1- introduction
	State your position (thesis statement) Choose one: 
-The United States should have adopted a foreign policy of imperialism in the late 19th century and the early 20th century.
- The United States should not have adopted a foreign policy of imperialism in the late 19th century and the early 20th century.

Now explain the 3 arguments you will be using to support your position
1. Argument 1(1-2 sentences) ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Argument 2 (1-2 sentences) ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Argument 3 (1-2 sentences) ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Paragraph 2- Argument 1
	State your 1st argument with a topic sentence.  Then state your 2 pieces of evidence that support your 1st argument and explain in detail how they support both your argument and thesis.  This paragraph should be 5-7 complete sentences.
Topic Sentence: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
1st piece of evidence (explain it in 2-3 complete sentences) ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2nd piece of evidence (explain it in 2-3 complete sentences)  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Paragraph 3- Argument 2
	State your 2nd argument with a topic sentence.  Then state your 2 pieces of evidence that support your 2nd argument and explain in detail how they support both your argument and thesis.  This paragraph should be 5-7 complete sentences.
Topic Sentence: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
1st piece of evidence (explain it in 2-3 complete sentences) ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2nd piece of evidence (explain it in 2-3 complete sentences)  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Paragraph 4- Argument 3
	State your 3rd argument with a topic sentence.  Then state your 2 pieces of evidence that support your 3rd argument and explain in detail how they support both your argument and thesis.  This paragraph should be 5-7 complete sentences.
Topic Sentence: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
1st piece of evidence (explain it in 2-3 complete sentences) ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2nd piece of evidence (explain it in 2-3 complete sentences)  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Paragraph 5- Conclusion
	Restate your thesis statement from your introduction paragraph either:
-The United States should have adopted a foreign policy of imperialism in the late 19th century and the early 20th century.
- The United States should not have adopted a foreign policy of imperialism in the late 19th century and the early 20th century.

Then summarize your 3 arguments that support your thesis and use this last paragraph to convince your reader of the logic and clarity of your arguments. Your summary should be 3-6 sentences in length.  _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
American Imperialism Position Paper Grading Rubric
_______(5 points)  1.  Student had position paper outline completed before work time in the 				computer lab for peer editing and typing up the paper.
_______(5 points)  2.  Student used time wisely during work time in the computer lab to peer 			edit and type up paper.
_______(5 points) 3.  Student turned in position paper on time.
_______(5 points) 4.  Introduction of paper included a thesis statement, and explained the 3 				arguments that will be used to support the thesis statement.
_______ (5 points)  5.  2nd paragraph includes a topic sentence, and two pieces of explained 				evidence to support argument.
_______ (5 points)  6.  3rd paragraph includes a topic sentence, and two pieces of explained 				evidence to support argument.
_______ (5 points)  7.  4th paragraph includes a topic sentence, and two pieces of explained 				evidence to support argument.
_______(5 points)  8.  Conclusion paragraph includes a restatement of the thesis statement, 				and a summary of the 3 arguments used throughout the paper to support it.
_______(10 points)  9.  The paper is clear overall, makes an attempt to persuade the reader, 				and is grammatically correct.  	
_______(50 points) total points earned	
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